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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 


OF  THE 

Biggleswade  Rural  District  CounciL 
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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year  1920. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
contained  in  the  Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

I should  like  once  more  to  express  my  thanks  to  your  Clerk, 
Mr.  Chaundler,  and  his  staff  for  kindly  help  at  all  times,  and  also 
to  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  assistance. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


May,  1921. 


J.  HUTCHINSON  WOOD. 
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Summary  of  Statistics,  1920. 

Area  53,G27  acres 

Population  (Census  1911)  21,934 

Estimated  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rate 

and  death  rate  21,711 

Increase  of  Population  (1901-1911)  336 

Density  of  Population  about  1 person  to  2^  acres 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1911)  5,088 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  (Census  1911)  4.3 

Birth-Hate  per  1,000  of  population 22.06 

Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  population  .., 10.04 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  births  58.45 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population .09 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population .73 

Puberculosis  (all  iorms).  Death  Rate  Per  1,000  of 

population  1.05 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  1.24 


FUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  ADOITED. 

I.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention),  Act,  1890,  adopted  Januar.v 
1891. 

II.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  1890,  Part  III,  adopted 
September,  1896.  ^ 

Bye-laws  or  Regulations  are  in  force  in  re.spect  of: 

SlaiTghter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses,  Removal  of  House 
Refuse  Cleansing  of  Privies,  etc..  Prevention  of  nuisances.  Keeping  of 
Animals,  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Structure  and  Drainage),  Cleans- 
ing of  Footways,  Dames,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk-shops. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

The  Biggleswade  Rural  District  covers  an  area  of  53  628  acres 
lying  m tho  Month-eMt  of  the  County  of  Bedford  On  thrNortl^S 
North,  and  North-east,  it  is  bounded  by  the  Bedford  Rural  anH  Eaton 
Kocon  Rural  Diatricts  and  by  the  County  of  Snbridge  or^  the  SoSS- 
east  by  the  Ampthill  Rural  District  and  on  the  Snn’tl?  ci 

east  by  the  County  of  Hertford.  .The  "d to  1?  fla^ and 
flows  the  River  Ive  which  receives  in  its  course  many  small  tHbutarie' 
and  a good  deal  ot  the  drainage  of  the  district.  The  geolomcal  fm- 

mation  is  varied.  In  the  South  the  substratum  is  fha  k further 
North  comes  the  gault,  and  further  north  <=+;u  * onaiK,  lurtner 

of  these  portions  of  the  disS  therrH  an  o ^^^Sveensand.  In  each 
boulder  elay.  In  most  parts  of  th'  d^ttStX^ 

water  is  usually  very  high,  level  of  the  ground- 

gardJL'Inle  ltd  vdleruTrgeT 

warm  sand  with  the  alluvial  soil.  * mixture  of  the  light 


CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS,  ETC 

often  the  children.  The  chief  centres!  nf  tl  • • ^ "omen,  and 
Biggleswade  on  the  Great  Northern  Rail  industry  are  Sand.y  and 
North  and  South  thXgh  the  district  A? 

considerable  size,  and  at  Arlesev  there  are  Ce  ^^^*^^ry  of 

and  Engineering  Works  ^ ® Brick  Works, 
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Vital  Statistics. 

POPITiATION. 

Estimated  population  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth  rate  and 
death  rate,  21,711. 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  pur- 
pose of  this  report. 

UIKTH-RATE. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  479,  being  261  males 
and  218  females,  this  is  equal  to  a bi^Hh  rate  of  22.06  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

The  birth  rate  for  1919  was  17.33  and  the  average  birth  rate  for 
the  past  ten  years  is  19.7 

28  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year  1920  were  illegitimate. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1920  was 

25.4. 

DEATH-RATE. 

218  deaths  occurred  among  the  civilian  population  belonging  to 
this  district,  viz.  : 119  males  and  99  females,  representing  a death  rate 
of  10.04  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  14.27  for  1919. 
The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1920 
was  12.4.  The  average  death  rate  of  the  district  for  the  past  ten  years 
is  13.06. 

The  increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  prin- 
ciple causes  as  compared  with  the  year  1919  is  shown  by  the  following 

Deaths  in 


1919 

' 1920 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Acute  Infectious  Diseases  

30 

5 

— 25 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  

21 

16 

— 5 

Tuberculosis  (Other  Forms)  

Diseases  of  the  Lungs  (excluding 

9 

7 

— 2 

Consumption)  

48 

39 

— 9 

Cancer  . 

32 

27 

— 5 

Bright’s  Disease  

7 

4 

— 3 

Diarrhoea  

0 

0 

— — 

The  following  table  shows  the  number 

and  causes  of  the  deaths  : — 
Males  Females 

Enteric  Fever  

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

Influenza,  

1 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• « • 

7 

9 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

6 

Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases 

15 

12 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

15 

15 

Bronchitis  

15 

10 

Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

• • • 

5 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhilitis 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Dise 

. . 

1 

— 

ase 

3 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  etc  ... 

11 

5 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

• • 

4 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

36 

30 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

• * 

2 

119 

99 

4 


I N FANTIL1-:  MORI  AIjITY. 

28  deaths  (22  male  and  0 female)  occurred  among  children  undei 
one  year  of  ag\',  which  is  equal  to  a dealh-rate  of  58.45  i)er  1,000  birtlis, 
a.i  compared  with  87.5  for  1919. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1920  vvas  80. 

Si.x  of  the  deaths  (4  male  and  2 female)  occurred  in  children 
illegitimately  born. 

The  above  death-rate  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  district. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

There  w'cre  two  deaths  from.  Zymotic  Disease,  viz.  ; Diphtheria  1, 
Enteric  Fever  1.  This  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  .09  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

This  death-rate  is  also  the  lowest  on  record. 


CANCER  DEATH-RATE. 

27  deaths  from  Cancer,  15  male  and  12  female,  occurred  during  the 
year.  This  is  equal  to  a death-rate  of  1.24  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  each  year  for  the  laii/ 
ten  years  : — 


Year 

1910 

1911  1 1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

No  of  Deaths 

22 

20  j 31 

1 

28 

19 

36 

29 

37 

32 

32 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 

District. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

4,208  houses  are  supplied  with  water  through  1,960  seiwices  of  the 
lliggleswade  Rural  District  Council.  During  the  year  the  services 
have  increased  by  105,  and  the  number  of  houses  supplied  by  51  The 
largo  increase  in  the  number  of  services  includes  those  provided  for 
the  new  Council  Cottages,  which  are  now  being  erected  in  the  district. 

'I'he  table  on  page  0 sets  out  the  details  relating  to  each  Parish 
h\>r  tins,  and  other  information,  I am  indebted  to  the  courtesy/  nf  AT..' 
Came  A.M.I.M.E.,  the  Water  Board’s  Engineer.  The  malortty  of  t o 
other  houses  depend  lor  their  supply  upon  “shallow”  w-ells  and  I ncpd 
not  reiterate  the  numerous  objections  there  are  to  thosr>  v-f.lK- 
of  domestic  water  supply. 

The  main  supply  is  an  excellent  one,  and  is  a great  asset  tn  tn- 
district.  The  water  is  derived  from  a well  near  Bifraleq  ^ ^ 

pumped  to  a large  reservoir  on  Topler’s  Hill,  thence  it  descendT’to  th' 
various  services  in  the  di.stricts  supplied.  The  well  io  • ^ 

green  sand  beneath  the  gault  and  is  180  feet  deep  the  wnti!^i  i 
about  54  feet  below  the  surface.  being 

Six  Candy  Filters  installed  at  New  Spring  Punmi^r,  .• 

1913  to  remove  the  iron  from  the  water,  continue  to  ^tation  m 

iactory  results.  SDe  very  satis- 


Samples  of  water  have,  periodically,  been  submitted  for  analysis, 
and  the  results  show  that  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  character  of  tli-> 
water,  except  for  the  removal  of  the  oxide  of  iron. 

The  following  analyses  show  the  purity  of  the  water,  one  samplcv 
being  taken  from  the  mains  before  the  water  had  passed  through  the 
Filters,  and  the  other  sample  being  taken  after  the  water  had  passed 
through  the  Filters  : — 

Sample  obtained  at  Pumping  Station. 

Unfiltercd.  T-'''iltered. 


Grains  per  gallon. 

Total  solid  matter  24.00  22.00 

Chlorides  1.10  1.30 

Equal  to  Chloride  of  Sodium  (common  salt)  1.81  2.14 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen)  ....  None  None 

Ammonia  (Free)  0112  .0035 

„ (Albuminoid)  0010  .0007 

Oxygen  absorbed  by  Organic  Matter  in 

15  minutes  at  140  deg.  F 0168  .0140 

Appearance  in  2 ft.  Tube  Turbid.  Clear  pale  blue 

Smell  when  heated  to  100  deg.  F None  None 


^fctals  iron  .1400  grains  per  gal.  None,  no 

trace  of  iron. 

IMicroscopic  Examination  Satisfactory.  Satisfactory. 

Hardness  Temporary  17.2  deg.  17.1  deg. 

Permanent  1.5  deg.  1.5  deg. 


REMARKS, 

Unfiltered  Water. — The  water  is  quite  free  from  organic  pollution, 
and  the  turbidity  consists  almost  entirely  of  oxide  of  iron. 

Filtered  Water. — The  sample  is  quite  free  from  oxide  of  iron.  i 
consider  it  a very  pure  water,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  drinking 
])urposej5. 

(Signed),  J.  WEST  KNIGHTS, 

Public  Analyst. 

The  average  supply  per  head  per  day  (taking  4.3  persons  per 
property  and  including  all  water  used  for  public  purposes)  is  about  12 
gallons. 

A Public  Inquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  early  in  the  year  regarding  the  water  supply  of  Wrestlingworth. 
Eyeworth  and  Dunton,  and  later,  approval  was  given  to  the  Schenu' 
for  providing  these  villages  with  water  front  the  mains  of  the  Big- 
gleswade Water  Board.  Some  delay  has  occurred  in  starting  the  neces- 
sary work,  due,  I understand,  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
a loan  and  also  the  pipes.  Both  have  been  overcome,  and  I hope  now 
that  the  Scheme  will  be  quickly  carried  out. 
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Table  showing  the  Parishes  supplied  by  the  Mams 
of  the  Biggleswade  Water  Board. 


No. of  Houses 
Census,  1911 

No. of  Houses 
Suppliedupto 
Dec.  31,  1920 

Increase 

during 

1920 

Arlesey  

550 

489 

9 

Astwick 

13 

13 

2 

Blunham 

162 

106 

Campton 

108 

97 

Chicksands  

10 

3 

1 

Clifton  

384 

300 

Cockayne  Hatley 

28 

Dunton 

112 

Edworth 

20 

20 

Everton 

48 

Eyeworth  

30 

Henlow 

235 

212 

1 

Langford 

310 

319 

3 

Meppershall 

1 65 

6 

Mogerhanger 

108 

91 

4 

Northill 

318 

305 

5 

Potton  

627 

449 

4 

Sandy  

809 

753 

8 

Shefford 

210 

216 

4 

Shefford  Hardwicke 

21 

8 

Southill 

275 

243 

Stondon 

16 

Stotfold  

488 

429 

i 

Sutton  

59 

51 

1 

I'empsford  

126 

106 

Warden 

106 

49 

Wrestlingvvorth  

134 
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DR.UNAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

House  drainage  is  always  a difficult  problem  in  a rural  area  where 
no  Sewerage  Scheme  is  in  existence,  and  nuisances  arising  have  re- 
ceived constant  attention.  A system  of  sewerage  exists  for  part  of  Pot- 
ton  and  Southill,  and  also  small  installations  for  dealing  with  slop 
water  at  Broom  and  Everton.  It  has  unfortunately  not  been  possible 
to  proceed  further  with  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  Sandy,  owing  to 
the  prohibitive  cost,  there  is  no  doubt  however  that  it  is  greatly  needed, 
and  I hope  it  may  be  a practical  problem  in  the  near  future.  Arlesey 
is  also  greatly  in  need  of  a Sewerage  Scheme. 

CIO.SET  ACC0M310DATI0N. 

Privies  are  getting  less  in  number  every  year,  and  are  being  re- 
placed by  pail  closets. 


SCAYTiiNGING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  contents  of  pail  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  cesspools  is  done  by  contract  in  the  villages  of  Arlesey, 
llenlow,  Langford  and  Shefford,  and  in  Potton  and  Sandy  the  work 
is  done  by  labour,  employed  direct  by  the  Pai’ochial  Committees. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  SCAVENGING  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1920. 


Parish 

Total  No.  of 
visits  made. 

Ashpits 

Emptied. 

Ashboxes 

Fmptied. 

Privies 

Emptied. 

Cesspools 

Emptied. 

Pail  Closets 
Fmptied. 

No.  of  Loads 
Removed. 

Per  Visit.  ® 

0 

Ob 

® 

Per  Load  o 
Removed.  ® 

et* 

Arlesey 

42511 

5 

10432 

16 

35 

24772 

611 

Ud. 

9/8 

Henlow 

34329 

— 

13440 

6 

20 

22414 

402 

lid. 

9/8i 

Langford  

29664 

1 

9520 

48 

27 

16433 

420 

IJd. 

10/8 

Sbeflord 

17988 

— 

7463 

5 

14 

10231 

300 

2d. 

10/4 

Potton  

34317 

26 

25232 

113 

348 

8602 

990 

3.2d. 

9/31 

Sandy  

51060 

5 

21448 

171 

148 

28855 

1347 

4id. 

9/71 

1*1  removal  of  night  soil  from  premises  it  is  always  a matter  of 
difficulty  to  avoid  nuisances  occurring  at  times,  and  on  the  whole  I 
tiling  the  scavenging  work  undertaken  in  the  district  has  been  satisfac- 
torily carried  out,  so  far  as  is  possible  in  this  somewhat  objectionable 
method  of  disposal. 

In  the  remaining  villages  of  the  district  the  onus  of  disposing  of 
night  soil  and  bouse  refuse  rests  on  the  tenant,  and  where  there  is  a 
garden  attached  to  the  house  this  should  present  no 
difficulty  and  give  rise  to  no  nuisance.  In  some  cases,  however,  where 
there  is  little  or  no  garden,  difficulties  have  arisen,  but  these  have  gen- 
erally been  got  over  by  the  owner  of  the  property  or  an  adjacent  owner 
allowing  other  ground  to  be  used. 
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SANITARY  INSriXTION  OF  THF  DISTRICT. 

For  this  purpose  the  District  is  divided  into  a Nortliern  aiid  South- 
ern Division,  each  with  a Sanitary  Inspector  in  charge. 

The  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  this  Report. 

IWCTOlill'.S  AM)  WORKSHOPS. 

1. — INSi*l';CTiON.S  (iiieliuliiig  liispt'etions  made  by  tlie  Sanitary 
Inspectors). 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory 
Laundries) 

15 

— 

— 

Workshops  & Workplaces 
(Including  Workshop 
Laundries) 

281 

6 

— 

Total  ... 

296 

6 

— 

2. — DFFFCTS. 


Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspr. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  P.H.  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness.  .. 

8 

8 

Want  of  drainage  of 

floors  

1 

1 

— 



Offences  under  Factory 

and  Workshops  Act  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

9 

llO.Mi:  WORK. 


Lists  received  from 
Employees 
twice  in  a year. 

Outwork  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises. 

Outwork 
in  Infected 
Premises. 

Nature  of  Work. 

Lists. 

Outworkers 

We.aring  Apparel 
Making,  &c. 

2 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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4. — REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Bootmakers  and  Repairers 
Bakers 
Wheelwrights 

Motor  and  Cycle  Engineers 

Stonemasons  

Carpenters  and  Plumber 
Blacksmiths 

Tailors  

Brick  makers 
Saddlers 

Cabinet  Makers  ... 

Printers  

Pickling  Factory 

Tinsmith  


Number. 


^Jorthern  District. 

Southern  District. 

4 

8 

10 

13 

12 

19 

4 

5 

9 

6 

1 

1 

10 

12 

13 

9 

5 

3 

0 

2 

4 

1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

77 

80 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  dumping  of  house  refuse  brought  by 
rail  in  large  quantities  to  Henlow  and  Arlesey  has  been  discontinued, 
both  dumps  ultimately  caught  fire  and  caused  considerable  nuisance  in 
the  neighbourhoods.  The  stoppage  of  the  dumping  was  largely  brought 
about  by  the  energy  and  tact  of  the  Inspector  for  this  division. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  places  of  public  entertainment,  such  as 
Cinemas,  Public  Halls,  etc.,  has  received  attention  during  the  year,  and 
owners  and  proprietors  have  satisfactorily  remedied  irregularities 
brought  to  their  notice. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Public  Elementary 
Schools  is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Herdman,  the  School  Medical  Officer  for 
the  County  of  Bedford,  Co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  School  Medical  Officer  is  provided  for  by  arrange- 
ments which  work  satisfactory. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  School  premises  is  supervised  by  the 
County  School  Medical  Officer,  and  any  conditions  brought  to  my 
notice  which  appear  to  require  attention  are  reported  to  him  by  me. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  School  Closures  during  the  year : — 
Name  of  School.  Period  of  Closure.  Reason  for  Closure. 


Old  Warden  

. . . 13-2-20 

to  5-3-20 

Measles. 

Sandy  Cl.  Infants 

. . 23-2-20 

„ 27-2-20 

4-6-20 

„ 18-6-20 

„ C.E. 

. . 21-6-20 

„ 9-7-20 

Stotfold  Girls 

8-3-20 

„ 31-3-20 

„ Infants.  . . 

. . 13-2-20 

„ 5-3-20 

Stanford  Infanta  . . 

19-10-20 

„ 29-10-20 

5? 

10 


Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  were  8G  persons  registered  in  the  district  as  cowkeepers, 
dairymen,  or  puiveyors  of  milk,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

For  the  most  part  the  various  premises  were  kept  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  but  there  are  still  some  which  are  not  regularly  limewashed, 
have  defective  and  dirty  floors,  and  accumulations  of  manure  much  too 
close  to  cowsheds. 

So  far  as  I am.  aware  the  supply  of  milk  in  the  district  is  adequate, 
and  in  so  far  as  customers  who  call  at  the  dairy  with  their  own  utensils 
are  concerned,  the  distribution  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  in  other  cases 
I do  not  think  that  really  satisfactory  distribution  will  be  attained 
until  it  is  compulsory  for  milk  which  is  delivered  on  a “ round  ” to  be 
sent  out  in  sterilized  sealed  glass  bottles  of  varying  sizes  to  meet  the 
demands  of  customers. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  25  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  12  of  which  are 
licensed  annually.  These  are  all  inspected  regularly,  and  are  for  the 
m'ost  part  satisfactorily  conducted. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  use 
in  the  district  at  the  dates  mentioned : — 

In  1914.  In  January,  1920.  In  December,  1920 


Registered  

21 

14 

14 

Licensed  

9 

11 

12 

Total  . . 

30 

25 

26 

— 

— • 

— - , 

BAKE-HOUSES. 

Thirty-one  of  these  premises  come  under  inspection.  They  have 
all  been  frequently  inspected,  and  are  usually  found  clean  and  well- 
kept. 


l^oon  AM>  MEAT  INSPECTION. 

This  is  carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Robinson,  who  holds  the  Certifi- 
cate of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  this  work,  and  is  also  Sanitarv 
Inspector  for  the  Southern  Division  of  the  District,  Action  taken  witli 

reference  to  the  unsound  food  examined  during  the  year  will  be  f 
in  his  report.  ouncl 
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Prevalence  of  and  control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 


During  the  year  85  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  receiv- 
ed, of  which  38  referred  to  Dysentery,  16  to  Scarlet  Fever,  15  to  Erysi- 
pelas, 5 to  Diphtheria,  4 to  Enteric  Fever,  3 to  Puei-peral  Fever,  3 to 
Pneunionia,  and  1 to  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  The  parishes  in  which 
the  cases  occurred,  and  the  number  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
will  be  found  in  the  follomng  table: — 


Parish. 

Diphtheri.i. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

i 

1 

Enteric  Fever.  | 

Puerperal  Fever. 

CL 

ce 

00 

u 

Ophlhilniia 

Neonatorum. 

'q 

o 

q 

q 

a> 

q 

Dysentery. 

Total. 

Arlesey  

2 

1 

3 

Blunham  

i 

1 

Campton  

1 

1 

Dunton  

i 

1 

Ed  worth  

1 

1 

H enlow  

1 

1 

1 

3 

Langford  

. • • 

1 

1 

Meppershall 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

2 

Mogorhanger 

1 

... 

1 

Northill  

2 

3 

5 

Potton  

1 

1 

2 

Sandy  

4 

6 

1 

11 

Shefford  

1 

1 

Houthill  

1 

1 

Stotfold  

4 

1 

1 

2 

38 

46 

Tempsford 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Warden  

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

5 

16 

4 

3 

15 

1 

3 

53 

85 

Total  cases 

removed  to  Rig- 

gleswade  Isolation 

5 

10 

15 

Hospital  

1 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  16  cases  notified,  7 occurred  in  January,  and  the  rest  were 
evenly  distributed  tbroughout  the  year.  For  the  most  part  the  type 
was  of  a mild  character  and  no  deaths  occurred. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  districts  and  months  in  which  th 
casen  were  notified  : — ■ 


DIPHTHERIA. 

5 cases  were  notified,  all  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  was  1 death. 

PROVISION  OF  ANTITOXIN. 

Medical  men  jn-actising  in  the  district  can  obtain  a free  supply  of 
Antitoxin.  It  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Potton  Road,  and 
doctors  can  obtain  it  according  to  their  requirements.  The  earlier  this 
remedy  is  used  in  a case  of  l3iphthena,  the  greater  the  chance  of  re- 
covery. Wherever  there  is  the  least  suspicion  of  Diphtheria,  it  is  wise 
to  inject  Antitoxin,  and  to  submit  a swab  for  examination.  If  the 
latter  should  jirove  to  bo  negative,  no  hann  is  done,  and  should  it  on 
the  other  hand  be  positive  much  valuable  time  has  been  saved. 

lONTERIC  FEVER. 

4 cases  were  notified,  and  1 death  occurred  in  a patient  from  this 
district  who  had  gone  into  Bedford  Hospital  for  operation. 

PUI  -R  PIORAIj  FI'AIOR. 

3 cases  were  notified,  and  no  deaths  occurred.  The  midwives  in 
attendance  were  suspended  where  necessary. 

DYSIONTERY. 

.Ml  the  notifications  of  this  disease  came  from  an  Institution  in  the 
districL. 
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MI-ASLIrvS  AND  \\  HOOPLNG  COUGH  were  prevalent  in  many 
villages  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  HUM  US  and  CHICKKN  I‘OX 
in  the  latter  half. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

70  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  21  of  “Other 
Forms  ” of  Tuberculosis  were  received  during  the  year. 

47  of  these  notifications  came  from  a public  institution  within  the 
district. 

IG  Deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  from  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, and  7 from  “Other  Forms”  of  Tuberculosis. 

On  receipt  of  notification  the  premises  are  inspected  by  myself  or 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  action  taken  to  improve  any  defects  found. 
Disinfection  is  carried  out  where  death  occurs. 

There  were  177  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  41  cases  of 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  of  Notifications  on  the 
1st  January,  1921,  e.xcluding  deaths  and  removals  from  the  f/istriei 
before  that  date.  This  number  includes  37  cases  of  Pulmonary,  and  S 
of  Non-Pulmonary  in  an  institution  in  the  district. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  supervision  of  the  above  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Counci !> 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  has  been  established,  and 
is  held  weekly  in  Biggleswade. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

( 1 ) STAFF. 

For  the  purpose  of  adminstration  the  district  has  been  divided 
into  Northern  and  Southern  Divisions,  a line  drawn  East  and  West 
through  the  town  of  Biggleswade  approximating  to  the  division.  The 
Northern  portion  comprises  the  parishes  of  Blunham,  Cockayne  Hatley, 
Dunton,  Everton,  Eyeworth,  Mogerhanger,  Northill,  Potton,  Sandy, 
Sutton,  Tempsford,  Wrestling  worth.  Warden,  having  a total  acreage  of 
30,190,  and  a population  of  10,247.  This  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  J.  Owen 
Jones,  who  is  also  the  Surveyor  of  Roads,  etc.,  to  the  Council. 

The  Southern  portion  comprises  the  parishes  of  Arlesey,  Astwick. 
Campton,  Chicksands,  Clifton,  Edw’orth,  Henlow,  Langford,  Mepper- 
shall,  Shefford,  Shefford  Hardwicke,  Southill,  Stondon,  Stotfold,  hav- 
ing a total  acreage  of  23,437,  and  a population  of  11,687.  This  is  in 
charge  of  Mr.  C.  M.  Robinson,  who  is  also  the  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
to  the  Council  for  the  whole  district.  A summary  of  their  work  is  ap- 
pended to  this  report. 

In  addition  to  the  above  I have  received  an  allowance  frons  tli  > 
Council  towards  the  expenses  of  a Clerk,  whose  services  have  been  of 
great  value  to  myself  and  your  Inspectors. 

(2)  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Small  Pox  Ho.spital. 

This  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District,  in  a field  adjoining  Lang- 
ford Road,  about  a mile  from  Biggleswade  Station.  It  is  a corrugated 
iron  building  lined  with  match-board.  It  consists  of  2 wards,  each 
containing  6 beds.  There  is  a bath-room  and  sink  adjoining  each  ward, 
and  earth  closets  are  provided.  There  is  an  administrative  block  and 
a small  mortuary.  A caretaker  resides  on  the  premises. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  in  1902  at  a cost  of  £516. 
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<i!iMR*ral  Isulatioi)  il<>si)ital. 

'J'liis  is  a 'penuaiient  building  situated  on  the  Potton  Hoad,  about 
one  mile  Irom  lliggleswarle.  It  consists  of  an  Administrative  Block, 
.Scarlet  Fever  Slock,  Diphtlieria  Block,  Typhoid  Block,  Laundry,  Dis 
infection  lilock,  and  a Mortuary.  A modern  VV^ashington-Lyon  Steam 
1 )isiniectoi'  is  installed. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  in  187‘J  at  a cost  of  £2,500,  and  enlarged 
in  1004  at  a cost  of  £5,814. 

The  Administrative  Block  was  enlarged  in  1907  at  a cost  of  £400. 

Accommodation  is  as  follows  : — • 

Scarlet  Fever  Block  10  beds. 

Diphtheria  „ 8 „ 

Typhoid  „ V . 4 „ 


Total  22  „ 


Both  Hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The 
visiting  Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  Welsh,  of  Biggleswade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  General  Isola- 
tion tlospital  was  used  by  the  Rural  District  during  1920,  and  the 
parishes  whence  the  patients  came  : — • 

Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever. 


Arlesey  — 2 

Dunton  1 — • 

Henlow  — 1 

Mogerhanger  1 — 

Northill  — 2 

Potton  1 — • 

Sandy  — 2 

Stotfold  — 3 

Tempsford  2 — 


10 


1 regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  take  further  action  durim> 
the  year  towards  providing  a better  Administration  Block  and  “ Obsci^ 
vation  and  Discharge”  Wards.  The  need  for  both  is  pressing.  As  1 
believe  the  reason  is  largely  on  the  score  of  expense  of  building  at  tlie 
present  time,  I would  make  the  suggestion  that  the  respective  Authori- 
ties which  constitute  the  Joint  Hosjhtal  Board,  might  consider  the 
advisability  of  approaching  neighbouring  districts  with  a view  to  some 
form  of  amalgamation  in  the  provision  of  Isolation  tiospitals  in  the 
County.  Tlierc  are  always  certain  overhead  charges  which  have  to  be 
incurred  wlietlier  a hospital  is  empty  or  full,  and  in  these  days  when 
motor  ambulances  are  so  efficient  and  time-saving  in  the  transport  of 
patients,  distance  is  of  less  account  than  formerly  when  horse  transport 
was  tlie  only  available  method.  The  proper  use''  of  Isolation  Hospitals 
is  a valuable  insurance  in  districts  against  the  spread  of  certain  infec- 
tious diseases,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  cost  of  that  insiiranc'' 
should  not  be  reduced  it  it  is  possible  to  do  so  without  loss  of  efiicienev 
I do  not  say  that  the  above  suggestion  is  practicable,  as  1 have  no  pa"!-- 
ticulars  at  hand  of  the  position  and  number  of  Isolation  Hospitals  m 
the  County  and  neighbouring  Counties,  these  no  doubt  could  be  easilv 
obtained,  and  1 merely  put  it  forward  as  a matUw  for  enquiry  in  view 
of  the  tact  that  something  will  have  to  be  done  as  regards'  onr  nw., 
Hospital  in  the  immediate  future.  ° " 


(^.  The  following  general  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  dis 

Iniectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

I’ublic  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  Part  111 
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(4)  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in  tlu* 
district  can  obtain  free  Bacteriological  Examinations  in  cases  of  Di))li- 
theria.  Typhoid  Fever,  Tubei'culosis  and  Meningitis.  These  examina- 
tions are  carried  out  hy  the  Lister  Institute,  as  the  rouncil  decs  not 
possess  the  necessary  fitted  laboratory. 

Housing. 

I.  GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  loughly  5,4G0  occupied  houses  in 
the  district,  this  number  includes  the  15  new  Council  cottages,  and 
after  deduction  has  been  made  of  houses  closed  and  demolished  during 
the  year.  The  shortage  of  houses  is  approximately  the  same  as  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year,  but  owing  to  your  energetic  action  in  the 
erection  of  new  cottages  under  the  As.sisted  Housing  Scheme  the  pre- 
sent year  should  show  a considerable  change  as  the  following  tabbj 
will  indicate  : — 

Hoases  erected,  in  course  of  erection,  and  occupied  on  31st  Dec- 
ember, 1920,  in  the  different  parishes. 


Parish.  Number  of  Houses  Number  of  Houses 

completed  and  in  course  occupied, 
of  erection. 

Arlesey  40  — 

Campton  20  ■ — ■ 

Clifton  24  5 

Henlow  12  — ■ 

Langford  32  4 

Moggerhanger  14  — 

Northill  : 46  — 

Northill  10 

Caldecote  24 

Hatch  0 

Ickwell  0 

Potton  20  — ■ 

Sandy;  62  — 

Sandy  42 

Beeston  20 

Hhefford  30  — 

Southill ; 52  — . 

Southill  16 

Broom  26 

Stanford  10 

Stotfold  45  6 

Tempsford  30  


TOT.VL 433  15 


however  is  quite  out  of  date  at  the  end  of  April 
l J-1,  when  this  report  is  being  completed,  and  there  are  now  over  70 

shows  the  beginning  of 

building  m other  villages  not  mentioned  above. 

For  all  this  I believe  the  district  will  have  every  reason  to  be 
grateful  to  you  m the  near  future,  as  a genuine  effort  ^o  improve  the 
deplorable  housing  conditions,  which  I know  many  of  vou  a™  hav^ 
existed  in  the  district  for  a number  of  years  past.  " ^ 
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The  question  oi  the  rents  Ix-in^'  charged  ft)r  the  new  cottages  is  ol 
course  no  concern  of  a Medical  OhicuM'  of  Health,  and  it  is  jicrhaps  an 
impertinence  on  my  part  to  refer  at  all  to  it,  hut  :is  it  is  a matter  that 
in  the  near  future  may  have  a considerahie  bearing  on  the  miprove- 
meiit  and  abolition  of  some  of  the  jiresent  bad  houses,  1 feel  that  there 
is  at  any  rate  some  justification  lor  mentioning  it.  Most  of  the  ne'.v 
cottages  tliat  are  lieing  ('lected,  are,  iis  you  know,  to  rejilace  cottages 
unfit  for  habitaticai,  and  not  capable'  of  iieing  made  so,  and  when  the 
original  survey  was  presented  to  you  it  was  hoped  that  those  \\ho  coin.  I 
adiord  to  do  so  would  meve  into  them,  attracted  h>  any  additional  con  - 
vcuiouc0:'  tlu‘;y  ])()SS0SS,  up  l('  tlio  jjit'scnl,  ho\vo\'C‘r,  tlii;?  hope 

has  not  been  justified,  and  wherever  1 go  1 am  met  with  the  complaint 
of  the  high  rents.  It  is  I admit  early  yet  to  say  definitely  what  may  actu- 
ally happen  ultimately  wlien  more  houses  are  available  li>r  occupation, 
but  as  1 know  this  matter  is  even  now  ri'ceiving  your  attention  1 
thought  it  advisable  to  make  these  few  remarks.  It  the  rents  could  be 
brought  down  to  appioximate  inore  to  tlu/se  of  existing  properties  with 
similar  conveniences,  it  would  greatly  help  towards  improving  the 
housing  conditions  t.f  the  district  as  a whole,  it  is  an  easy  matter 
for  me  and  your  Inspectors  to  represent  untit  houses  in  the  district 
for  Closing  (hders,  but  it  is  not  very  helpful  to  you  if  the  tenants  of 
these  houses  cannot  find  suitable  accommodation  el.sewhere. 


11  OVER!  KOVVDING. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  accurate  figures  as  to  the  extent  of  over- 
crowding in  the  district  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  considerable. 

Among  the  various  causes  the  chief  are  at  present  : 

(1)  Shortage  of  houses. 

(2)  The  very  large  number  of  existing  houses  that  only  have  two 
bedrooms,  and  some  only  one. 

(3)  Possibly  seme  considerable  addition  to  the  normal  popula- 
tion in  the  way  of  labour  being  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new 
cottages,  etc. 

Pleasures  to  deal  with  this  will  he  taken  when  more  houses  are 
available  for  occupation'.  No  action  in  this  respect  was  taken  during 
the  past  year. 


HI  FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  ihe  district  is  low,  and  as  has 
been  mentioned  previouslj'  the  following  are  among  the  chief  defects  ; — 

Faulty  construction. 

Dampness  (due  to  lack  of  damp  proof  course,  ground  floor  below 
•Street  level,  etc.). 

Decaying  roof  timbers. 

Lack  of  free  circulation  of  air  (houses  built  too  close  together). 

Flxclusion  )f  sunlight  (smallness  of  window  area  and  obstructive 
buildings). 

Lack  of  sulficicnt  bedroom  accommodation  (the  majoritv  of  work- 
ing cla.ss  houses  have  only  two  bedrooms  and  very  many  only  one). 

Living  rooms  and  bedrooms  cramped  in  size  and 'with  very  low 
■ceilings. 

Action  taken  to  remedy  defects  will  he  found  on  reference  to  the 
reports  of  the  Sanitary  inspectors.  Shortage  of  materials  and  labour 
has  continued  during  the  year. 

1 have  during  the  year  met  many  owners  or  their  agents  at  vari- 
ous houses  throughout  the  district,  and  T am  glad  to  report  that  in 
every  ca.so  friendly  agreement  was  arrived  at  as  to  action  to  bo  taken. 

IV  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

No  action  taken. 
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V BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES,  TO  HOUSES  LET  IN 
LODGINGS,  AND  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  ETC. 

Bye-laws  in  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  have  been  in 
force  in  the  district  for  some  years,  but  these  have  been  subject  to  some 
modification  during  the  year  as  a temporary  measure. 

Bye-laws  are  not  in  existence  as  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 

tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  . 

The  present  time  does  not  appear  to  be  opportune  for  tlie  revision 

of  existing  bye-laws. 


APPENDICES. 

Statistics  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 


1.  GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population,  21,711. 

(2)  General  Death-rate,  10.04  per  1,000  of  population. 

(3)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis,  .73  per  1,000  of  population. 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality,  58.45  per  1,000  births. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes,  5,400  approximately. 

(0)  Number  of  working-class  house  dwelling  houses,  4,400  approx. 
(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected,  25. 


2.  UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


I.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  llousing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regu- 
lations, 1910  

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  lie  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation   

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  tit  for  human  hahitation  


II.  U('m(‘(ly  of  Defec'ts  without  Service  of  Formal  Notiee.s. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  lendered  lit  in  consequcnee 

of  informal  action  by  the  local  autlu)rity  or  their  officers  143 


HI.  -Yetiou  under  .Statutory  Pouc'rs. 

A.  I*i'ocvcHliugs  uudc'r  Sc*etiou  28  oi  the  Housing,  I own 

Planning,  ete.,  Aet,  19 1 9 

D.  Ih’oeec'dings  uiidcM’  Public-  Hc'alth  .Aets. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

sensed  requiring  defects  to  be  ren',edied  4. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  _ 

(a)  by  owners  

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . n 
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C.  Profoodiiig's  iiiulor  St'ctioiis  17  aiul  18  ol  tlic  Housing, 

Town  I’lanning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Numl)('r  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  • • • ■ * 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  resi^eet  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made ^ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  liaving 
been  lendered  fit  

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  ^ 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  

:t.  IJM4DALTHY  AKF.AS. 

jVreas  represented  to  the  Local  ^Vuthority  with  a view  to  Jmprov’e- 
ment  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  1.,  or  (b)  Part  II  of  the 
Act  of  1890  None 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  eom]ilying  with  the  Building  bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section 
25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  .Vet,  1919  . . 1 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work,  with,  briefly,  the  duties  of 

each  officer. 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  two  Sanitary  Insiiectors. 


Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(Northern  Division  for  Year  1920). 

J.  Owen  Jones,  M.Int.  M.  & Cy.  E. 


.SI  .HHAIIV  OF  F\Sl*IXTIt)NS. 

Routine  and  Special  Jnsjiections  

K('-visits  after  order  or  notice  

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops 

„ ..  Bakehouses  

.,  .,  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

„ ,.  I’etroleum  Stores  

Visits  to  Works  in  progress  

„ re  Infections  Diseases  

Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disca.se  

\OTi(  i:s  si:kvi:i:  fob,  samt.auy  df.ffcts. 

1.  Statutory  

2.  Intimation  

Number  of  sanitary  defects  dealt  with  


521 

181 

147 

78 

9'.) 

72 


22 


8 


\VATi:i^  Sl'lMTA. 

Notice.s  served 


Cl  Cl  LC 


m:\v  buildings. 


Plans  deposited  and  approved  

New  dwelling-houses  erected  

Other  Buildings  erected  

New  Workshop  erected  

Additions  to  existing  buildings 

HOUSING. 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  by  M.O.H 

Closing  Orders  made  by  Council  

Demolition  Orders  made  

Ilouses  Demolished  after  Order  

PRESSES  UNDER  PERIODICAL  IN  SPECTION  . 

Slaughter  Houses  ; — 

1.  — Registered  

2.  — Licensed  

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILRSHOPS. 

Number  of  persons  on  Register  at  end  of  year 

Bakehouses  : — Number  on  Register 

Factories  and  W^orkshops  on  Register 

Premises  licensed  for  storage  of  Petroleum  . . . . 
Outworkers  


IG 

8 

;l 

1 


9 

W 

4 

1 


S 

4 


.38 

12 

77 

i2 


DAIRIE.S  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  parishes  in  which  these  premises  are  situated  arc  as  follows; 

Blunham  5 Northill  4 Tempsford  ....  o 

Dunton  2 Potfim  8.  Old  Warden  ....  2 

Everton  2 Sandy  7 Wresrlingworth  2 

Mogerhanger  . . 1 

These  premises  are  kept  in  a fairly  clean  condition.  Attention  was 
drawn  to  condition  of  two  premises  which  were  not  satisfactory. 

SCAVENGING. 


The  scavenging  work  at  Sandy  is  carried  on  by  direct  labour  under 
the  control  of  a Parochial  Committee. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  on  during  the  year. 


Average  Cost. 
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Bandy  

51060 

5 

21448 

171 

148 

28855 

1347 

44d. 

CD 

4^ 

20 


Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(Southern  Division  lor  Year  1020). 

C.  M.  Robinson  M.S.LA. 


SUM3LAKY  Ol'  IN  .SFF.CTIOY  S. 

Routine  and  Special  Jnspeeti(jns  

Re-visits  after  service  of  Notice • 

Visits  to  work  in  progress,  including  New  Buildings 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  

Inspections  of  Workshops,  including  bakehouses  

Inspections  of  Slaughtcrliouses  

Inspections  of  I'oodshops  

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

Inspections  of  Petroleum  Stores 

Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases,  including  Tubercular  cases  . . 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  


1572 
41G 
137 
75 
131 
IP) 
152 
115 
11 
50 
o ; 


SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

As  a result  of  Inspections  made,  the  following  sanitary  defects  or 
nuisances  were  discovered  : — • 

Detective  and  dirty  ceilings  and  walls  of  rooms  80 

Defective  house  roofs  

Defective  house  floors  ‘Id 

Defective  Window  frames  and  windows  not  made  to  open  . . 23 

Rooms  insufficiently  lighted  31 

Dampness  in  walls  and  floors  _ 16 

Defective  eaves,  guttering  or  rain  water  pipes  21 

Dirty  condition  of  dwelling  houses  and  premises 10 

Absence  of  proper  water  supply  22 

Defective,  or  untrapped  drains  32 

Blocked  drains  . . . 22 

Defective  Cesspools  8 

Insanitary  privies  32 

Defective,  or  insufficient  closet  accommodation  21 

Absence  of,  or  defective  ashbins  43 

Insanitary  yard  surfaces  45 

Nuisances  from  the  keeping  of  animals  5 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  refuse  18 

Dirty  ceilings  and  walls  of  bakehouses 5 

Cowsheds  requiring  limewashing  17 

Cowsheds  : floors  dirty  or  defective  11 

Cowsheds  generally  unsatisfactory  3 

Insuflicient  lighting  to  cowsheds  2 

Drain  inlets  in  dairies  2 

Horses  stabled  in  Cowsheds  2 

Miscellaneous  defects  GO 


OG  Intimation  and  G Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  connection 
with  the  above'  delects  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  no  case 
was  it  necessary  for  legal  proceedings  to  be  taken  for  the  abatement 
of  nuisances 

In  many  instances  letters  were  sent  instead  of  the  usual  notice  and 
iti  other  cases  it  was  only  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  re- 
s|)onsiblc  person  to  the  defects. 

.\  number  of  defects  detaih'd  above  had  not  been  complied  with 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  due  to  some  extent  to  the  shortage  of  labour. 
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A nunibcp  of  occupied  dwellings  which  were  in  a very  defective 
condition  and  unfit  for  human  habitation  were  inspected  during  the 
year,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  occupiers  being  unable  to  find 
other  accommodation,  it  was  impossible  to  take  action. 

These  premises  will  be  dealt  with  as  other  accommodation  becomes 
available. 


HOUSING. 


Dwelling-houses  represented  by  M.O.H.  as  being  unfit  for 

human  habitation  1 

Demolition  Orders  made  for  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  in  1919  20 

Dwelling-houses  demolished  by  Owners  after  Order  from 

Council  12 

Demolished  by  Council  under  Owners’  default  1 

Purchased  by  Council  for  demolition,  Site  to  be  used  for 

Housing  purposes  5 

Demolition  postponed  owing  to  house  being  attached  to 

other  property  1 

Unfit  dwelling-houses  demolished  by  Owners,  no  Orders  made  5 


m:\v  buildings. 

Plans  deposited  and  approved  2S 

New  dwelling-houses  erected 8 

Existing  building  converted  into  dwelling-house  1 

Army  Hut  converted  into  temporary  dwelling 1 

Additions  to  existing  dwelling-houses  o 

Shops  erected  2 

Workshops  erected  f 

Clubrooms  erected  1 

Dwelling-houses  in  progress  at  end  of  year  2 

Other  buildings  erected  


WATKR  SUPPLY. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  shallow  wells  in  the  parish 
of  Meppershall.  This  Parish  is  outside  the  area  supplied  by  the  Big- 
gleswade Water  Board  and  also  is  situated  at  too  high  a level  to  be 
.supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade  Water  Board. 

The  water  from  one  well  supplying  13  houses  was  certified  as  be- 
ini;  polluted  and  unfit  for  drinking  purposes. 

Two  trial  holes  were  sunk,  in  one  case  water  was  not  found  and 
in  the  other  water  was  found,  but  on  being  analysed  was  certified  to  bo 
until:  ior  drinking  purposes. 

The  question  of  providing  water  for  this  area  is  now,  I understand, 
to  1)0  considered  by  the  W’ater  Bupply  Committee. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OP  PIjACKS  OP  PUBIilC 
KNTEKTAINMPNA! . 

A Circular  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  directing  that 
attention  should  be  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  sanitary  condi- 
tions in  connection  with  places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

The  halls  in  the  Southern  District  used  for  Cinemas,  etc.,  have 
been  visited  and  where  sanitary  arrangements  were  not  satisfactory  the 
attention  of  the  owners  was  called  to  same  with  satisfactory  results. 
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PLBLIC  SCAVENGING  WORK. 


This  work  is  carried  on  by  contract,  under  niy  supervision,  in  tlie 
parishes  of  Arlesey,  Henlow,  Langford  and  Shefford.  . , , 

Generally  speaking  the  work  is  t arried  out  fairly  satistactorj  and 

vei'V  few  complaints  have  been  received.  . 

‘ The  contract  price  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  each  parisli  was  as 


follows  :V- 


Arlesey 

Henlow 

Langford 

Shefford 


£ s.  d. 

0 0 per  week. 

3 15  0 „ 

4 10  0 „ 

3 0 0 „ 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  SCAVENGING  WORK  C.\RRIEI)  OFT  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1920. 


Parish. 

Total  No.  of 
visits  made. 

Ashpits 

emptied. 

Ashboies 

emptied. 

Privies 

emptied. 

1 Cesspools 

1 emptied. 

Pail  Closets 
emptied. 

No.  of  Loads 
removed. 

.\verag 

’co 

> 

u 

O 

cu 

CD 

Per  Load  o 

removed.  S 

Arlesey 

42511 

5 

10432 

16 

35 

24772 

611 

lid 

9/8 

Henlow 

34329 

J13440 

6 

20 

22414 

402 

lid. 

00 

Langford 

29664 

1 

9520 

48 

27 

16433 

420 

l?d. 

10/8 

Shefford 

17988 

7463 

5 

14 

10231 

300 

1 

21. 

10/4 

REFUSE  DUMPS. 

Complaints  w'ere  received  during  the  year  w'ith  respect  to  offensive 
smells  arising  from  burning  refuse  dumps  at  Henlow'  and  Arlesey. 

In  the  former  case  the  dump  was  visited  by  an  Inspector  from  the 
Ministi’y  of  Health. 

In  both  cases  house  mfuse,  etc.,  was  being  conveyed  by  rail  from 
London  and  in  one  instance  was  deposited  on  a field  adjoining  the 
Henlow'  Aerodrome,  and  in  the  other  in  a large  pit  at  the  Arlesey 
Brick  Works. 

Both  dumps  ultimately  caught  fire  and  the  fumes  from  the  burn- 
ing refuse  was  carried  over  a considerable  area. 

1 am  jileased  to  say  that  after  interviewing  the  Owners  the  de- 
positing of  refuse  on  the  burning  dumps  was  discontinued  and  the  fires 
gradually  died  out,  although  some  lu-essure  had  to  be  brought  to  boar 
on  the  Owmer  of  the  Henlow  site  before  it  was  finally  discontinued. 

Although  the  dumps  in  question  have  been  discontinued  a certain 
amount  of  London  refuse  is  still  brought  into  the  district  and  occa- 
sionally complaints  are  receivi'd  of  refuse  being  deposited  on  land  in 
close  i)roximity  to  dwellings. 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  80  workshops  on  the  Register  (including  19  bakehouses) 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  134  visits  were  made.  Generally,  the  prem- 
ises were  found  to  be  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition.  In  a 
number  of  instances  it  was  necessary  to  request  the  occupiers  to  carrv 
out  limewashing. 


The  following  is  a list  of  Workshops  in  the  Southern  District  .— 


Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Motor  & Cycle  Engineers 
Bootmakers  & Repairers 
Carpenters  & Plumbers  . . 

Cabinet  Makers  

Brickmakers  


8 Wheelwrights  5 

0 Stonemasons  1 

13  Blacksmiths  9 

12  Saddlers  1 

1 Tailors  3 

2 Bakers  19 


PETROLEUM  ACTS  1871  TO  1881. 


I'en  licenses  were  renewed  for  the  keeping  of  Petroleum  spirit. 

No  new  applications  for  licences  were  received. 

The  total  quantity  of  spirit  which  may  be  kept  on  licensed  prem- 
ises in  the  Southern  District  is  804  gallons. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


There  are  now  53  persons  registered  as  dairymen  or  cowkeepers  in 
the  Southern  district.  Six  persons  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  i discontinued  business. 


The  Parishes  in  which  the  premises  are  situated  are  as  follows  : — 


Arlesey  12 

Clifton  9 

Henlow  4 

Langford  8 


Meppershall  4 

Shefford  2 

Southill  5 

Stotfold  9 


115  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  these  premises 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a 
tairly  clean  condition,  but  in  others  improvements  were  necessary. 

, f Cowsheds  have  been  considerably  improved  during  the  year  in 
lighting,  ventilation,  drainage,  paving  and  general  structure. 

1 1 chief  contraventions  found  were  walls  not  limewashed  regu- 

arly,  floors  defective  or  dirty,  and  accumulation  of  manure  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Cowshed. 


-MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION — Whole  District. 

. ^ce  26  slaughterhouses  in  the  w^hole  district,  14  of  which  are 

in  the  oouthern  district  and  12  in  the  Northern. 

I Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  whole  of  the 
butchers’  shops  and  other  premises  where  food  is 
sold  or  prepared  for  sale,  and  in  a number  of  instances  tradesmen  have 
consulted  me  with  respect  to  diseased  or  doubtful  carcases. 

I would  point  out  that  I am  always  willing  to  give  any  advice  I 
can  with  respect  to  any  diseased  or  doubtful  meat. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  Local  Butchers’  Association  in- 
augurated a scheme  of  insurance  against  loss  of  cattle,  found  after 
slaughter  to  be  diseased  and  therefore  condemned. 
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Tliis  scheme  cannot  fail  but  to  he  an  advantage  to  the  district  and  to 
the  butcher,  for  should  a butcher  find  that  he  has  slaughtered  a di- 
seased animal,  ho  will  report  the  case  to  the  Inspector  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a certificate  for  compensation  through  the  insurance  scheme, 
rather  than  take  any  risk  in  the  matter. 

Efficient  meat  inspection  in  a Rural  District  is  always  a difficult 
matter,  slaughtering  being  carried  out  on  no  particular  day  or  time, 
and  the  slaughterhouses  being  situated  over  a wide  area  only  a small 
proportion  of  the  carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  can  be  ex- 
amined. 

The  best  time  for  the  examination  of  meat  is  at  the  time  of 
slaughter  so  that  the  whole  of  the  carcase  and  internal  organs  can  be 
seen  under  the  most  favourable  conditions. 

The  following  is  a list  of  unsound  meat  examined  during  the  year 
and  in  each  case  it  was  disposed  of,  so  as  to  prevent  it  being  used  for 
human  consumption. 

Carcase  of  Beef  (Tubercular). 

138  lbs.  Imported  Beef. 

Ofial  and  internal  organs  of  Heifer. 

20  lbs.  of  Beef. 

Carcase  of  Pork. 

Portions  of  carcase  of  pig. 

1 carcase  of  mutton. 

2 carcases  of  Imported  Mutton. 

10  lbs.  of  Imported  INIutton. 

2 pairs  Ox  lungs. 

2 Ox  Heads. 

1 Ox  Liver. 

A farmer  at  Arlesoy  was  cautioned  for  slaughtering  pigs  on  un- 
licensed premises. 


